CENTRE FOR

The Gentre for Applied Social Research (CASR) is ajoint initiative of
the Mawritius Research Qouncil and the Whiversity of Mwritius. The
Centre becane operational in February 2000. In keeping with its
nandate the Gentre undert akes both acadenmic and contract research.
Inits endeavour to grow into a front-rank organisation of national
repute the Gentre s hallnarks are academic rigour, openness about

bah its research methods and any shortcomings in its data and
independence in its design and reporting. The Centre has so far
avoi ded conveni ent rmethodol ogies such as quota sanpling and
Prof. M Joynathsing restricted itself to informing rather than trying to influence public

Project Manager poicy. Ater having conpleted two projects on The Attitudes of the
Unenpl oyed Towards Accepting Enploynent in the EPZ Sector
and Work and The Family , the Centre handled the followng

As recommended by Professor R Jowell of the National Centre for Social Research (WK the Centre carried out a
Socia Atitudes Survey . This was the first tinme that such a study was undert aken in Mwritius. The survey ai med
at finding what peopl e thought about a range of issues inportat to dl citizens. This first socia attitudes study
tapped i ssues pertaining to the famly, inequaity, |awand order, enploynent, health, education, social security and
local environnent. The ai mof the study was to chart, describe, explain and interprete changes in peopl e s attitudes,
beliefs and values over the years. The survey also captured dat a pertaining to behaviour patterns, househol d
ci rcunst ances and enpl oynent .

The report was conpleted in Decenber 2002. The publication of this report helped to fill a gap in socia
neasurenent. It hel ped to record and interprete long termclinate shifts in public opinion while dispelling nunerous
popul ar ni sconceptions about Muriti us.

Initially approached by the National Agency for the Treatnent and Rehabilit ation of Subst ance Abuses (NATRESA)
to carry out the above project the Gentre submitted a research proposal whi ch was approved for funding by MRCto
the tune of Rs237,500. The nain objective of this study was to identify the consunption patterns and trends of
al cohol, tobacco and illicit drugs use among a national |y represent ative sanpl e of secondary school children. The
study was designed to investigate the causes of these behaviours anong this social group. Certain other adjacent
areas which woul d be useful to policy nakers and parent s were al so to be investigat ed.

The survey covered all types of secondary schools (public and private, single sex and nixed, large and small) and
adl pupils of Foomlll to ForomM. The sanple of respondents was selected in tw stages. A the first st age 20
school s were selected fromthe list of all schools provided by the Mnistry of Education. A the second st age 44
pupi | s were selected in each school, allowng for a non-response rate of 10%

The pupils t aking part in the survey were asked to conpl ete a questionnaire. Al precautions were t aken to ensure
the conpl ete confidential ity of the answers given.

Feld work for the survey was conpleted. Data would be processed and analysed and a report submitted in
Novenber 2003.
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This project, originally approved by MRC as Denography of Vul nerable G oups to be undert aken under the aegis
of CASR was re-designed. The study woul d be undert aken in st ages conprising two surveys.

The objective of the first survey would be to est ablish a list of ordinary househol d goods and services whi ch were
percei ved as necessary by the majority of the population. As a neans of deternining deprivation, in the second
survey, a represent ative sanpl e of househol ds woul d be asked which of the itens identified in the first st age they
could not af ford. Such a study should provide interesting det ails on poverty and deprivati on.

The MRC approved an anount of Rs405,000 for the project.

During the year under review Professor M Joynathsing s contract was extended up to 30 Septenber 2003. M N
R chards and M A Peedoly were appoi nted Assist ant Research Fellow and Research Assist ant on a one-year full-
tine contract wth ef fect fromMy 2003 and April 2003 respectively.

Additional stdf were attached to the CGentre to contribute to particuar proects To avoid having to recruit
intervieners and clerical stdf, the Gentre has est ablished a close working relationship wth the Gentral Statistics
d fice which has access to a highly-val ued panel of free-lance, part-tine intervievers.

Prof essor R Jowel received a copy of the Muritian Social Attitudes Survey and was interested to be updated about CAR
According to Professor Jowel | the Mawritian Social Atitudes Survey should be the Gentre s regular flagship project
and one of several projects inthe Gentre s portfolio. Qhers woul d need to be conm ssioned or grant-ai ded.

Prof essor Jowel | also expressed a keen interest to visit the Gentre early in 2004 to nake an assessnent of its

needs in terns of nanpower and st df devel opnent. He volunteered to send over stdf fromthe National Centre
(WK for short-termassignnents ained at providing training in research net hods.
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