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During the year under review,
Research Centre (QORO was
cont ract

the Lhiversity Gnsult ancy and Contract

involved in over 125 consultancy and
research works conpared to sone 100 projects in previous
financial year. The CCRC t apsit s hunan resources froma pool of over 300
the Faculties and Centres of the Lhiversity
and, if the need arises, fromexternal speciaists, either loca or overseas.
It
| aboratories/ workshops

Thr ough research projects
undert aken in the year, the QRCwas able to satisfy the needs of industry
and consolidated the links it had est ablished with nunerous |ocal and

foreign partrers.

acadenmics/researchers in all

also accesses st ate-of-the-art facilities and equipnent in various

the various consultancy and contract

The organi zational structure of QRCis lean, wth a core st df conprising a
Drector who for
Gonsul t ancy, an Administrative Assistant and a Qonfidential Secret ary. It
aso recruits The
organi sational structure enables the GCRC to respond pronptly to request s

reports to the Pro-Vice-Chancellor Research and

Research Assistants for specific proects | ean

fromindustry.

The project s undert aken by GORC were mainly fromthe public and private
sectors in Mwritius. The Centre, however, aso played a regiona role by
providing consult ancy services in various countries in Arica A sanple of
sone of the multi-disciplinary projects as well as sone training progranmes
undert aken is |isted bel ow.

Sanpl e of Milti-Dsciplinary Project s Uhdert aken

I Regi onal Conpost Network funded by UNCPS invol ving technol ogy
transfer and denonstration sites in Mwritius, South Africa, Kenya and
Zi mbabwe

Devel opnent of a National Children s Policy commi ssioned by UN CEF
Conbat i ng Domresti c Vi ol ence conm ssioned by UNDP and UNI FEM

Gender and Devel opnent in Mauritius (UNDP)

Econonmic Feasibility and Market Study for a naj or Hypernarket and
Shoppi ng Proj ect

le des arbres
and broadcast on

Participation as expert in docunent ary filmtitled L
vieillards conmissioned by Tele Inmages (France),

International TV Channel s
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Bvaluation for FAWE on FEMSA prgect (drls Science Education)
countries

Gonpr ehensi ve Media Mirket Survey for an International client for an investnent decision
Crte de filiere Hrticole des fruits et legunes for a private consult ancy firm
ST nission in the Technical assistance to NMP-SDfor an international consult ancy firm

Sanpl e of Training Progranmes Undert aken

dsco Certified Networking Associ ate Course (QONA) - Senesters | & |1
Training Gourse in Rodrigues on Water Demand Qual ity
Training programe for SC5 Mt hers
Managenent Devel opnent Programme For MACOSS - Batches |

SWEP Qient ation Sem nar

& 11

in schools in African

The followng t abl e shows the nunber of Type 1 consult ancies (e.g studies and reports) and Type 3 (onsul t anci es
(eg Training Programmes) undert aken during the financial year 2002-2003 and their allocation to the dif ferent

Facul ti es.

FACULTY / CENTRE

TYPE 1 & TYPE 3 CONSULTANCIES

PROJECTS ALLOCATED PROJECT VALUE
No % Rs %
Faculty of Agriculture 6 13.0 580 900 134
Faculty of Engineering 14 30.4 378 995 8.7
Faculty of Law and Management 7 15.2 1027 471 23
Faculty of Science 3 6.5 238 550 5.5
Faculty of Social Studies and Humanities 9 19.6 1 425 000 32.8
Centre for Information Technology & Systems 3 6.5 496 500 114
Virtual Centre for Innovative Learning Technologies 4 8.7 224 000 52
TOTAL 46* 100 4371 416 100
Sectors No of Projects
Type 1 % Type 3 % Total %
Public 2 5.8 1 14.2 3 7.4
Parastatal 6 17.6 0 0 6 14.6
Private 21 61.8 0 0 21 51.2
International Orgs /NGOs/Others 5 14.8 6 85.8 11 26.8
TOTAL 34 100 7 100 41 100

*Taa nuber of projects actually anount s to 41 but as there are 5 consut ancies involving nore than one Faculty, thetad &
becores 46.

The distribution of the forty-one Type 1 and Type 3 project s coomissi oned in the year 2002/ 2003 across sectors of
the econony is shown in the t able bel ow. As in the past years, the private sector has engaged university expertise
nost of ten wthatota of 21 projects ot of 4L This is indicative of a close Lhiversity-Industry Li nkage.
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I n 2002- 2003 the Student Work Experience Programme (SWEP) 2003 was inits 5th edition. The objective of the
progranme is to bridge the gap between academc training and the world of work through a structured att achment
to enterprises. Over 600 Lhiversity students registered for the progranme and nearly 400 request s for student
pl acenent s were recei ved from 140 organi sations. SWEP 2003 was | aunched in May 2003. The actual pl acenent
g arted on 2 June 2003 and spread over a 7-week period.

The distribution of SWEP student s across types of placenent organizations is illustrated in the figure bel ow.
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The patidpating student s conprised approximately 71%fenal es and 29% nal es.

A orient ation Semnar was held in My 2003 to better prepare the students for the work placenent. O K R Issur
(FSSH intervened on Selecting and Preparing Student s for placenent . This was fol |l oned by a present ati on by Ms
B Vilbro-Fnette, Hiunan Resource (oordi nator at (Mius) Ltd on "Expectations of Enployers from New
Recruits". M S K Parahoo and Ms A Nvault then intervened respectively on the themes, Vérk experience during
acadenic training - a val uable opportunity for student s, and La communi cation au sein des enterprises.

Visit of S S Qungah to Rodrigues

In July 2002, M S S Qungah, Administrative Assistant at the QORCG undertook a two-day visit to Rodrigues to
address issues in connection with the programme and to neet represent atives of the pl acenent organi sations and
the 18 lhiversity SWEP 2002 students The enpl oyers were very satisfied wth the perfornmance of the student s
and had expressed their wish to support future programmes.

Enpl oyers Feedback Eval uation Report

Enpl oyers Programme Eval uati on Questionnaires were nailed to all paticdpating firns in SM¥P 2002 and a
response rate of 70%was recei ved. An Enpl oyers’ Eval uation report was prepared on the basis of feedback. The
resut s showed that the overal | perfornance of the student s was very good. 95%of enpl oyers who responded were
prepared to continue patidpating in future programmes.

M ssissippi Consortium For International Developnment (MOD - Howard Unhiversity (HJ) - Uiversity O
Mauritius (WM - Education For Devel opnent And Denocracy Initiative (EDD)

The Uhiversity of Muwritius submtted a bid for funding to ECO (Education for Devel opnent and Denocracy

Initiative) along wth two US Partners, the MOD (Mssissippi Gnsortium for International Devel opnent) and
Howard Wni versity. The proposal of the Uhiversity was based on | CT enhancenent in Mwritius, inline wth the
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inport ance att ached to | CT as an energing sector of the econony. A needs assessnent of current IT prograns and
courses of fered at UMas well as itsIT infrastructure was carried out in June/July2002 by Or John Trinble, from
Howard Wniversity and M Rod Denngd from MJ D,

One recommendati on nade by the US assessnent team was the enhancenent of |IT infrastructure. The Faculty of
Engi neering prepared det ail ed specifications for conputer and other network equi pnent to enabl e the setting up of
a 70 PC | aboratory to enhance the ability of WbMto neet its demand for training in IT. This was di scussed and
finalised during Or A Mack’s visit in Decenber 2002, and incorporated in a sub-contract agreenent between MJD
and WM for purchase of equipnent for a total value of U8 $ 60 870.

As part of faculty exchanges under the partnership, Rof VY Hookoonsing, Prof HC S Rughooputh, M S K Parahoo
and M A Rosunee visited Howard Whiversity and Jackson State Uhiversity.

Devel opnent Mar ket pl ace Project 2003

The Lhiversity of Mwritius in collaboration wth AMSCO of fice in Mwritius, submtted a first proposal in My 2003
to Devel opnent Marketpl ace 2003 dobal Conpetition, a project of the World Bank. The project was entitled
Training in ICT for Vnen and consisted of a training progranme in Information and Gonmuni cation Technol ogy
and Functional Literacy targeted to a total of some 1000 trainees including fenale college drop-outs and wonen
entrepreneurs in Mawritius. The objective of the project was to nake the girls nore enployable and to help the
wonen entrepreneurs to use |IT as a tool to assist themin managing their businesses nore ef fidetly. The
Devel opnent Murketplace team will make a first assessnent of the project. Ater a first assessnent by the
Devel oprrent Mar ket pl ace Teamin July 2003, the project proposal was anong the 186 proposal s, out of 2700, to be
selected for the final rounds in Decenber 2003.

Public Tal k on Maroon Archaeol ogy

In connection with the ongoing ntract Research Project entitled Maroon S ave Archaeol ogical |nvestigation
Project inthe Republic of Mwritius cormissioned by the National Heritage Trust Fund, Dr Karim Sadr, Soecialist
in Nedithic Archaeol og fromthe Archaeology Dvision of the Uhiversity of Wtwatersand, South Africa, cane to
Mauritius for a one-week nission fromthe 15th to 21st Septenber 2002 to provide expert advice to the team
working on the project. He delivered a public t alk on the Rel evance of Archaeol ogy: Conparative Perspectives on
Neolithic & Maroon Societies on Friday 20th Septenber 2002 at the Uhiversity.

Present ati on on Start-Us
M S K Parahoo, Drector GORC nade a present ation of Gnsult ancy & Gontract Research facilities at WbMto st at-
ups at the launching of the Incubator Gentre on 17th Qctober 2002 at the National Conputer Board, Port-Louis.

Present ati on of Unionisation Report to TUTF

The CCRC nade a presentation of the fina report for a contract research project entitled "Lowrate of unionisation
in Mauritius" commissioned by the Trade Lhion Trust Fund (TUTF) in collaboration wth the Internationa Labour
Qoganisation, at Gld Gest Hotel on 10th Decenber 2002. M S Kal asopa an, the teaml eader, nade a present ation
of the report to the nenbers of the TUTF.

Present ati on of CSEC Report Fi ndi ngs

In April 2003, Prof V Y Hookoonsing gave a presentation of the findings on the contract research project on
"Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Ghildren in Mwritius" at the Lhiversity of Mwritius. International and |ocal
represent atives of UNCEF, and fromthe Mnistry of Worren R ghts, Child Devel opnent and Fanily Welfare were
present.
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M S K Par ahoo

1

Attended the National Qonsult ative Meeting for Needs Assessnent and Priority Setting in Intellectual Property
Rghts (IPR and Botechnology in Mwritius held on 8th and 9th August 2002 at the Faculty of Agriculture,
Lhiversity of Mwriti us.

Participated in the Awareness Workshop on Intellectual Property Rghts (IPR organized by the Mwuritius
Research Qouncil on 28th & 29th August 2002 at Radi sson Hotel .

Attended the International Conference on Technol ogy-based | ncubators organized by the Svall and Medi um
Industries Devel opnent Qrganisation (SMDJ, on 25th and 26th February 2003 at Gand Bay |nternational
Gonf erence Centre.

Participated in the Annual Q@ obal Partnership Gonference of Lhited Negro ol I ege Fund Special Prograns in
the USA from5th to 15th March 2003 where he jointly with Or Aly Mck presented the annual report of
activities carried out in Mwritius. He also had neetings with research nmanagers at Howard Uhiversity,
Lhi versity of Miryland, and Jackson State Lhiversity.

Attended the Corporate Workshop - BPO Services: Success, (pportunities and Challenges for Muritius
organi sed by Business Parks of Mwritius Linited at Mritimtotel on 4th April 2003.
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