CURRICULUMJOEVELOPMENT AND
DISTANCE =D UCAION

The Of fce of the ProV ice-Chancellor for Curricuum Development &
Dgt ance Education for the period under review addressed the issue of
knowledge construction in a borderless society, given the challenges of WTO

regulations on Textiary Education. Inresponse tothese import antendsna
volatie environment, the transformation of many systems at the University
was undert  aken. Notonly were p ast achievements consoid ated, butafour-
Professor |, Fagoonee pronged of fenswe was launched in four imp_ort | ant area_s, namely, Lisong
Pro-Vice-Chancellor Leaming, Intemationalisation, Teac hing and Leaming and Quality Assurance.

Curriculum Development &
Distance Education

The Of feesfulyconstousaiheshot shefie ofknonkedge, ddsand
occup ations, and the consequent need for continuing education and for
regular updating of individual cap adties and quilications.

In this respedt, the OF fice played a pre-eminent role in the development
phase of the BSc (Hons) Police Studies and BSc (Hons) Nursing
Programmes with the Universities of Port smouth and Middlesex, respectively.
Thefistcohatofstuderts on these two Programmes graduated in 2002.

In ine with the intertion of the Govemment of Mawriius of tansforming the

Port Louis Harbour into a hub in the Indian Ocean, the Of ficewesinvohvedin
negotiations with the Mauriius Ports Authority, the European Union and the
Ministy of Economic Planning and Fnandal Senvices, with a view ©

mounting and delivering a postgraduate award in Port Management and

Shipping Administration to the cadres of the Port Community and the Region.

The tem intemationalisaion refers o the process of incorporaing an
intemational dimension into the teaching, research and senvice functions of
. {caon L

The CD & DE Of  fice,whichalsolooksaf terintemational relations, embarked

on professonalising the senvices relaing 1o intemational students . An
Inemaional A fairs Committee wass set up o look into all matters relaing to
inemational students, specaly in the regon.  Supportt © the foreign

students  engobes a range of adMiles indudng assist ance to secure
accommodation and integration into Mauritian society .



The new p  aradigm shiftin tertiary education emphasizes the privacy of the leamer and the growing import ance

of methodalogical knowledge and analytical skils. Further, thedenttleafthe Unversity snowinaeasingly of
a heterogeneous nature: p attime and fulime studertt s, working students, sudentson  feddelaning ec
To accommodate these changes, the Of fenbedte T ragte T aes Scheme for the Universty s
academicsta ff. Academicsta ffwereinvited to enrol on the Postgraduate CertiicateDiplomaMScin T eaching
and Leaming in Higher Education. The Programme was administered by the J Baguant Centre for Dist ance
Leaming and resource persons were from South Aficanunversiies,
The University Strategic Plan (1999-2004) assigned an import antroeip Qually Assurance and Enhancement.
Inthis respedt, in October 2002, a Quality Assurance Of fice, faling under the aegis of the Pro-VC, CDDE, was
setup and is headed by a fuime Director of Quiality Assurance to demonstrate the University s commitment
D Qually.
The T emns of Reference ofthe Quality As surance Of feae

| Provide leadership for Qulity Assurance and Good Practice at the University;

| Leadthe development and oversee the implement ationafUniversity:widke policyin Quislity Assurance;

| Lead, co-ordinate and support Quality Assurance and Enhancement Management System across the

| Contribute to the identiication, development and promoation of the University  saims and olgjectivesin
theS trategic Plan;and

| Contibute to the formulation of the Unversty s Quelly  Assurance and Enhancement Policies and
Practices and to theirimplement ation and monitoring across the University and, where appropriate, in
colaboraive p atrersivions

Thesta ffwihntheQually Assurance Of  fice contributed to the work of a number of Commitees set up by CD
& DE Committee and Senate and also helped in the publication of several documents, as indicated below:

Committee on Revisiting the University Regulations on General Entry Requirements for

Admission to the University

The Committee, chaired by the Director, Quly  Assurance reviewed the section on  Approved Subjects

fa Admissionto Schemes of S wy ot akeinto accountthe changes that have taken place overthe years
nsubectcombnationavalcbilyat O and A Level examinations.

Programme V alidation Committee

Several meetings were held, under the Chairmanship of former Dean, Faculty of Agiciure Associate
Professor S Goburdhun, with the p arer=ivios.

Adhoc Examinations Committee

An Adhoc Examinations Committee, comprising represent atives of FaculiesCentres/Partner InsiiLiions,
under the Chairmanship of the Director, Quely  Assurance was set up to consider
@ terpotdDrNPae, T imet abling and Examinations Manager, University of Birmingham,
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pat aining t0 examination-elated matters at the University of Maurius and p atouialy
conceming the est ablishment of an Examinations Of fog,ad
0 the proposal of conducting examinations on a yearly basis for new int aes

ts recommendations were approved by Senate on 18 June 2003.

| Sub-Committee on Assessment
On the recommendation of the Committee chaired by the Dean, Faculty of Science, Professor S D D V
Rughooputh, module weighting would be introduced and would be applicable as from academic year
2003/2004 for fresh cohorts . The assignment of weighting for modules should be relevant to the level of
complexity of the modules. The change in module code and in the comput aionofCP A/GPA resuling from
the introduction of module weighting was approved by Senate on 24 July 2003.

| Information on Undergraduate Programmes Handbook 2003/2004

A Handbook on  Information on Undergraduate Programmes 2003/2004 was designed prior to advertisement
of undergraduate Programmes to assist prospective studentsin therchoceiorafistdegreeatthe Universly
of MauiLs The Handbook cont  ains information on the entry reguirements, aedtsysem, duralion, Bt of

modules, programme structures and brief outlines of modules.

| General Information to S tudents 2003/2004 Handbook
The Handbook was updated to accommodate new information and also changes brought to regulations by
Senate.

Procedural and Policy Guidelines

| Exemptions, interruption of studies and special cases
The regulaions goveming exemptions, intemuption of studies and special cases were streamlined and
updated.

| Setting up of Programme Boards of S tudies

Seraeatits 450th (Ordinary) meeting held on 18 June 2003 approved the setting-up of a Board of S tudes

(Dep artmental or InerDep  artmental) for each Programme of S tudes at the Universty, ogeher wih ts
compoasition and terms of reference.

Senate also approved the procedures for the approval of new Programmes of S tudes.

| Regulations for Postgraduate Programmes

Regulations were harmonized for T aught Postgraduate Programmes in relation to assessment, module codes
and self-study modules.
| Multiple Exit points
Mulipe ext parts, where applicable, were introduced in undergraduate and postgraduate Programmes of
Stes
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The main aim of providing T OSPsiis to enable a student to be an ef fective communicator, be able to negotiate and
take responsibiiies when working in groups, and to provide an opportunity for personal development and social

readmn
The T OSPs of feredduingthe Academic Y ear 20022003 on a University-wide basis were:
TOSPs Offered Period
Assemblingand T roubleshooting Y our Own PC February-April 2003
W indows and Linux - Know Both W ats June 2003
There was a noticeable increase in the number of students whop atp  aedinteabovetwo T OSPs having an IT

dimension. The TOSP SPSSforData Analysis in Management Research (17 May to 17 July 2003) and Case
Study Methodology in Management Research (31 May to 16 July 2003) were Outreach Programmes initiated by the
Faculty of Law and Management under the Faculty banner.

Professor |. Fagoonee, Pro-V ice-Chancellor:
() VeedPeoaT echnikon from 8 to 12 September 2002 in connection with Quality Assurance  Audit
() Visted CDAC, Infosys, WIT  (Bangalore) and the Ministy of T, inda fom
12 December 2002 to 4 January 2003
@ii)  Attended the 12th Session UNCLCS, New Y okfrom28 Aprilto 3 May 2003
(ivyy  Visied Brunel University from 5t 7 May 2003, as University Professor
(V)  Attended the Conference on Legal and Scientific Aspectsof  Connental  Sheflimisin losland from 20
Juneto 1 July 2003
(M) Visited the ICIPE, Nairobi in connection with the PhD Research W ok of Miss Aruna Manrakhan from
131020 August 2003
Dr H. LiKam W  ah, Director, Qualy  Assurance:
0 Paigp  ated in a mock Qualty Assurance  Autta T echnkon Pretoria, South Afiica from 8 o 12
September 2002.
(i) Attended the Residential Seminar on National Qualifications Framework, St andards Setting,
Qualifications and Related Issues organized by the Mauritius Qualiicaions Authority atIndian Resorts
Maurritius from 20 to 22 June 2003.
(i) Paip  aedinteV didationW  orkshop for Common Country Assessment for Mauritius, De Chazal Du
Me, 8 July 2003.
(iy  Attended the 15th Intemational Conference on Assessing Quality in Higher Education at the

University of W estem Cape, South Afiicafrom 1410 16 July 2003.

Dr E Genis, Chief Director of Quality Promotion, Technikon Pretoria, South Aliica, visied the Universty from 170
20 June 2003. The purpose of the vist was to overview the dif ferent quality assurance mechanisms in place or
required at the University of Mawrritius, and to monitor and update the University of Mauriius Quality Management

System.



