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In the year 2002/2003, the Faculty of Agriculture continued inits endeavour to
dversify its programmes so as to cater nore ef fectively to the nationa needs.
Fol lowng the Tracer Study on the enpl oynent st atus of past graduates and the
Rapi d Apprai sal Study on the perception and training needs of st akeholders in
the agricutural sector, a workshop on curricul um devel opnent and training
needs was organi sed in Novenber 2003 with paticdpant s from15 institutions.

Fol I owi ng the recomendati ons of the workshop, the Faculty nounted an Msc
in Agricultural Munagenent, three Postgraduate Certificates (in Agribusiness,
Poul try Science & Production and Agricul tural B otechnol ogy) and a BSc (Hons)
in Food Science with Home Econonics in collaboration wth the ME A
Gertificate in Poultry Production was nounted to upgrade the skills of stdf
working in large-scale poultry enterprise, snmall & nedium scal e producers,
extension-assist ait s and school |eavers aspiring to set up viable poultry
enterpri ses.

Associ ate Professor Ir S. Gburdhun, ex-Dean of Faculty, retired in July 2003
dter a frutfu career of 30 years. The Faculty of Agricuture gratefully
acknow edges his contribution to the Faculty and to the Lhiversity of Muwritius.

Post gr aduat e Degr ees
0 MPhi | / PhD (by research)
(i) Msc G op Science with specialisation in Hant B otechnol ogy

Bachel or s Degrees (Full-Tine)

0 BSc (Hons) Agriculture wth specialisation in Agricultural Extension

(ii) B (Hbons) Horticulture with specialisation in Hant B otechnol ogy

(i) BSc (Hons) Agriculture with specialisation in Agricultural B ot echnol ogy

(iy B (Hons) Horticulture with specialisation in Protected & Soill ess
Qiture

v BSc (Hons) Agriculture wth Environnent al Sci ence

(M) BSc (Hons) Horticulture wth Busi ness Managenent

(Mi) BSc (Hons) Food Science with Marketing

(Mii) BSc (Hons) Food Science and Technol ogy

Bachel or s Degrees (Part-tine, |n-Service)
BSc (Hons) Agriculture wth Food Science
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STUDENT STATISTICS FACULTY CF AGRI CULTURE
Student s Brol nent i ncl udi ng New Adnissi ons over Academ ¢ Years 2000/ 2001- 2002/ 2003
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STRUCTURE OF THE FACULTY

X )
A

| NFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT UN VERSI TY FARM

The Farmcontinued in its devel opnent. In addition to the purchase of a furrower for the tractor, the production of
cockerel s on a free-range basi s was successful |y undert aken.

Furthernore, Rosel |l e and Goseberry were harvested on a large scale. (he of the mai n derivatives of these plants
wll be the production of jam

The sal e of farmproduce anounted to Rs 342,311 for the year.

NEW EQUI PMENT ACQUI RED

The fol | owi ng new equi pnent were acquired during the year 2002/ 2003:

- Chr onmanet er These will be used mainly
- Carbon D oxi de Gas Anal yser for the Enviropak proj ect
- Ainatic Chanber

MAJOR EVENTS

The Mnistry of Agriculture, Food Technol ogy and Natural Resources in collaboration wth the Faculty of Agriculture,
organised atalk on Sensitisation on Pant Biotechnology , vhich was delivered by Or CS Prakash, Drector of the
Centre for P ant B otechnol ogy Research, Tuskegee Lhiversity, USA on 1st August 2002.

O M Hllay fromthe IITA Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Centre (ESARQ, UWjanda gave a tak on
Chal I enges and Progress in Misa Breeding at the International Institute of Tropicd Agriculture (ITTA on 7th

August 2002.

The Faculty of Agriculture in collaboration wth the Mnistry of Agriculture, Food Technol ogy and Natural Resources
organised atalk on Integrated |PR Research, Policy and Devel opnent , which was delivered by Or S Kochhar,
I TEC Consult ant to Governnent of Muwuritius on Seed and P ant Legislation on 6th February 2003.
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Fol lowng the tracer study and rapid apprai sal study carried out the previous year, the Faculty organi sed a wor kshop
on Training Needs Assessnent and Qurricul um Devel opnent on 6th Novenber 2002. Represent atives fromthe
various Agricultural/Food institutions paticipated i n the workshop and a report on sane was prepared and submtted
to Gentral Administration.

Boodhoo, K

1 A conparative study of the gronth and carcass characteristics of cockerels and broilers (on-going) under
i ntensive fed conditions.

2 Genetic characterisation of native chicken in Mwritius and Rodrigues using nol ecul ar techni ques (Project
Proposal submitted to FARC for funding).

3 An appraisal of the Agro-Industry in Rodrigues (Project Proposal subnmitted to MRC for funding).

Gobur dhun, D./Aum aud, B./Santchurn, J.
1 Enviropak  Environnent-friendy packagi ng sol utions for enhanced storage and quality of Southern Arica s
fruit and nut exports. (An BU ACP funded project).

Facknat h, S

1 Study of environnent ally-friendly pest control nethods for Qganic Farming and Sust ainable Agricuiture in
Mawuri ti us.

2 Devel oprent of bot ani cal pesticides for Integrated Pest Managenent.

Puchooa, D.

1 FARC funded projects on the Mcropropagation of plants of economc inport ance.
2 Mass propagation by tissue culture of pal ns and orchids.

The followng student s continued with their Mil/PhD project s during the acadenm ¢ year 2002/ 2003.

M KJ. Bheenick on New Information and Communi cation Technol ogy-based infornmation systens as tools for
Conmuni cation and Devel opnent in Mauritius .

Mss G Bojnauth on Invitro regeneration of Asparagus officinais.

Ms S. Buldewo on DNAfingerprinting of Anthuriumvarieties .

Ms S. Facknath on Host-Hant relationshipsd Lirionyza wth specia reference to Sol anum t uber osum.

Ms A. Gungoosi ngh-Bunwar ee on Mcrobia flora of rawsugars .

Mss L. Forget de Villerfaux on Application of nol ecular nmarkers for the genetic analysis of nodern sugarcane
varieties ( Saccharumspp. L) .

M MH R Khoodoo on The devel opnent of a nolecular diagnostic tool for the detection of Xanthononas
canpestris pv. Def fenbachi ae, the causal agent of anthuriumbacterial blight .

M B Lalljee on Mcronutrientsst atus of soils of Mwuritius and strategies for their correction .

Mss M Levantard on An integrated approach for transplants production and stand establishnent in tomato
(Lycoper si con escul ent un)

Mss B.H Meeah Khan on Astudy on the inprovenent and conservation of cucurbit seeds .

Mss A Nainon Identification of banana varieties using nol ecul ar narkers .

Ms RD Pather on Duron transport by run-of f froma sugarcane field in the super humd region of Muritius.
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M D. Puchooa on Investigation of the tissue culture response of litchi (Litchi chinensis).

M A S Rojoa on Desiccation studies on wld cof fee gernpl asm.

Ms G Ranmasawry- Chel |l en on Pot assi um suppl yi ng capacity of soils under sugar cane cultivation .

M S Seeruttun on Weed conpetition and prediction of field |losses for arational weed nmanagenent i n sugarcane .
Ms N Tal eb- Hossenkhan on The determination of the nol ecular basis of resistance in potato to the pathogen
phyt opht hora i nfest ans, the causal agent of potato late blight disease .

Mss S. Venkat asamy on [LOioecy in endemc D ospyres species on the island of Mawuritius .

New proposal s submtted

M M Chooneea on The ef fect of irrigation of fertilisationregine in Muritius, nanely nitrogenous fertiliser .

Mss B.RB. Heetun on Application of organic supplenents to inprove crop productivity .

M N Mw ah on Seed-borne bacterial pathogens for the production of clean seed in bean ( Phaseol us vul garis).
M Z. Mingloo on Astudy of quality systens inplenent ation in the food organi sations in Muwritius .

M M J. Soogund on HElible coating ef fet s on storage life and postharvest quality of tonato ( Lycopersicon
escul entun) .

Mss S A VWtelingumon An evaluation of the Mawritian Food ntrol Systemin an attenpt to deternmine its
equi val ence to other Food Control Systens .

The registration of the followng student s was upgraded to PhD

@ Ms S Facknath
(b Ms N Tal eb- Hossenkhan
© M H Khoodoo

The follow ng two candidates subnitted their theses:

€] M D Puchooa (PhD t hesi s)
(b Mss RD Pather (MPil thesis)

Name University Programmes Date of Visit

Prof. H.F. van Emden University of Reading BSc (Hons) Horticulture 7th to 13th June 2003

with spp. In Plant Biotech.
+

BSc (Hons) Horticulture

with Business Management

Prof. D.L. Pyle University of Reading BSc (Hons) Food Science 5th to 13th June 2003
with Marketing

+
BSc (Hons) Agric.
with Food Science

Prof. C. Garforth University of Reading BSc (Hons) Agric 7th to 13th June 2003
with spp. in Agricultural Extension
+

BSc (Hons) Agric
with Environmental Science
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Appoi nt nent s

M ss R Nowbut h was appoi nted Assist ant Lecturer/Lecturer inthe field of Agronony and Horticul ture and assuned
duty on 7th Gctober 2002.

D (Ms) V.M Ranghoo- Sannmukhi ya was appoi nted Assistant Lecturer/Lecturer in B otechnology and assuned
duty on 3rd January 2003.

M ss D. Sookun was appoi nted Technician/Senior Technician in the field of Agricultural B otechnology wth ef fect
from3rd March 2003.

M Q Accajeea, M D. Mheeputh and M G Mrday were offered appointnent as General Feld &
d ficel Premises Worker/ Nurseryman/ Garderner and assuned duty on 2nd June 2003.

Pronoti on
Mss B. F. Peerbux was pronoted from d erk/Word Processing Qperator to Senior Word Processing perator wth
dfect from27th March 2003.

Reti r enent
Dr S. Goburdhun, Associate Professor retired on 24th July 2003.

Resi gnati on
M ss R Nowbut h, Assist ant Lecturer/Lecturer resigned on 28th July 2003.
Ms S. Jaganbrum Technician/ Senior Technician resigned on 28th July 2003.

Attendance at Semni nars/ Conf erence/ Wor kshop

M K. Boodhoo, Assist ant Lecturer/Lecturer was granted special leave from8th to 11th April 2003 to attend the
UNFCC Workshop on the use of the guidelines for the preparation of national communications from non-Annex |

Parties at Le Berjaya Hbotel.

D (Ms) F.Diver was granted special leave on 6th and 7th February 2003 to be pat o the Audit Team of SGCS,
which is a Lhiversity-based Gonsult ancy.

Ms D. Goburdhun, Senior Lecturer proceeded to Ranion Island from 24th to 27th February 2003 to deliver
lectures in Food Toxicology to students of WP Agroalinentaire, Uhiversit@de |a Rdnion.

D (Ms) Y. Jaufeerally-Fakim Senior Lecturer was granted specia |eave

0 from28th to 30th Gctober 2002 to attend a 3-day workshop on B osafety and R sk Assessnent in Agricutura
B otechnology at the MER.

@) fromMy to June 2003 in connection wth a post-doctoral attachnent at the Jodrell Laboratory of the Royal
Bot ani cal Gardens at Kew, WK

M B Lalljee, Senior Lecturer was granted specia |eave

0 from 18th to 20th Decenber 2002 to attend and present a paper at the 2nd International onference on
Sust ainable Agriculture, Water Resource Devel opnent and Earth Care Policies, New Del hi, India.

(i) from 13th to 16th My 2002 to paticipate in the Eitorial Board Meting of the Journal of Arican Soils in
B oenfontein, South Arica
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M D. Puchooa, Senior Lecturer was granted specia |eave

0] from28th Gtober to 1st Novenber 2002 to attend a workshop on B osafety at the MBR.

(i) on 6th March 2003 to attend a 12 day seminar on B odiversity and Traditional Know edge and a neeting on
Pant Breeder s Hghts and Geographical Indicator at the Mnistry of Agricultural, Food Technol ogy and
Natural Resources, Rdiuit.

M B. Raj konar, Senior Lecturer was granted special |eave

0 on 6th March 2003 to attend a 12 day seminar on B odiversity and Traditional Knowedge and a neeting on
Pant Breeder s Hghts and Geographical Indicator at the Mnistry of Agricultural, Food Technol ogy and
Natural Resources, RAuit.

() from24th to 28th Mrch 2003 to paticdpate inthe FANRPAN Regi onal D al ogue on Agricul tural Recovery and
Trade Policy Measures for Southern Africa in Gaborone, Bot swana

M R Ranthurn, Senior Lecturer was granted special leave to attend the 27th World  Veterinary Qongress at
Tuis, Tunisia from23rd Septenber to 4th Qctober 2002.

M A. Ruggoo, Assist ant Lecturer/Lecturer has been granted an additional year of study |eave wthout pay wth
d fect from16th January 2003 to continue wth his doctoral studies.

Ms J. Santchurn, Assist ant Lecturer/Lecturer was granted study |eave from3lst July to 31st Decenber 2002 and
from21st July till 31st Decenber 2003 to all ow her to proceed to RAinion Island in connection with her PhD

Ms B Ta ayah, Assist ant Lecturer/Lecturer was given special leave to attend a 12 day seminar on Mtivation to
entrepreneurship, resource utilisation and enterprise performance at the Muwritius Research Gouncil on 15th
Cct ober 2002.

D DR Vencatasamy, Associate Professor was granted special |eave from 6th to 20th My 2003 to attend a
conference on Vulnerability and Sval | |slands Devel oping States: Expl oring Mechani sns for Partnerships heldin
Mont ego Bay, Janai ca

Name Date
Dr M. Pillay 07.08.02
IITA Eastern and Southern African Region Centre

Uganda

Dr C.S. Prakash 08.08.02

Director of the Centre for Plant Biotechnology Research
Tuskegee University, USA.

Dr S. Kochhar, ITEC Consultant, India 06.02.03

Aunjaud, B. (Ms)

Bahorun, T., Aunjaud, B., Ranphul, H, Rycha, M, Luxinmon-Ramma, A, Train F, & Aruona ,Ql., (2003).
Phenol i ¢ constituent s and anti oxi dant capacities o Gat aegus nonogyna (Hathorn) cal lus extract s Nahrung Food
47 (3), 191-198.

Minbodh, R S. & Aumjaud, B. Qility attributes of Marqui se strawberry cultivar , 6th Meting of Agricutura
Sientists, MR, (My 2003) .

23



Govi nden- Soul ange J. (M)

Govi nden- Soul ange J. (2003). Hfect of light and cytokinins on secondary net abolismin cell suspensions of
Psiadia argut a (Pers.) Vdg. Uiversity of Mwritius Research Journal (In Press).

Besse, P., Da Slva D, Hineau, L., Govi nden- Soul ange, J., Qurib-Fakim A, Kodja, H (2003). A genetic diversity
study of endangered Psiadia species endenmic fromMauritius Island using PCR narkers. Biochemical Systenatics
and Ecol ogy. 31: 1427-1445.
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