Prof. V Hookoomsing
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MPHI L/ PHD RESEARCH

Research continues to play an inportant role at the Lhiversity. During the
year 2002/ 2003, 4 PhD research projects (1 fromthe Faculty of BEngi neering
and 3 fromthe Faculty of Science) and 2 MPhil research projects (1 fromthe
Faculty of Science and 1 fromthe Faculty of Social Studies and Himani ti es)
were successful Iy conpl et ed.

As at 31 July 2003, 41 acadenic stdf and 100 private students, atad o
141, were registered for postgraduate research studies. This figure
represent s an approxi nate increase of 16 %in the nunber of registrations as
compared to the previous year.

Figure 1. Faculty-wse DOstribution of students registered for an Mhil or a
PhD degree
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During the period under review, ata a of 31 (19 Part-Tine and 12 Ful | - Ti ne)
new regi strations for Mphil/PhD were processed.

The Tertiary Education Commission of fered 13 postgraduate schol arships

and 12 postgraduate bursaries tenable at the Lhiversity of Mwritius for the
acadeni c year 2002/ 2003.
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The of fice of the Fro Vice-Chancel l or (Research & Gonsult ancy) ains at encouragi ng academic stdf to undert ake
research in order to enhance the research culture at the Uhiversity.

The Lhiversity of Muritius Research Gants Schene is intended to provide financia support to WM researchers
to concei ve and devel op i nnovative and high quality projectsinline wth the lbMnission as defined inits Strategc
Pan (1999 2004). Research grants support the direct costs of carrying out the research, including funding for
research support st d f

There are 3 types of research grants: Non-Themati ¢ Research, Thematic Research and Core Strategi c Research.

During the year 2002/ 2003, 9 st & f research project s were conpl eted and 13 were ongoi ng under the grant s schene.

The Uhiversity provides a scheme which of fers partial financial support to academic stdf paticipating in
conferences and senmnars overseas. The schene was revised in June 2003 in order to include paticpationin
wor kshops

During the year 2002/2003, 28 acadenic stdf benefited fromthe schene. The distribution of academic stdf by
Facul ty who were funded under the schene is shown in Fgure 2.

Figure 2: Conferences, semnars and workshops attended by academ c st &f
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The Academ c Stdf Devel opnent (ASD schene provides funding to academic stdf who are registered for an
MPhi | / PhD programme to go for short attachnents abroad to carry out further research.

Atd al of 7 acadenmic stdf (4 fromthe Faculty of Law & Managenent, 1 fromthe Faculty of BEngineering and 2 from
the Faculty of Social Studies & Hinanities) benefited fromthe schene during the period under review.
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The Lhiversity of Mwuritius Research Journal was first published in 1999. Nne vol unes for Science & Technol ogy
and 4 volunes for Law, Mnagenent and Social Sciences have been published up to now. The Research Journal s
have also been posted on the Uhiversity of Muritius Website and are therefore accessible both locally and
internationaly.

Volume 9 for Science and Technol ogy was published during the year under review and conprise 12 international Iy
refereed papers in the fields of Engineering, Agriculture, B ological Sciences, Chenistry, Mthematics and Medi cal
i ences.

Volune 4 for Law, Mnagenent and Social Sciences published during the year under review, conprises 7
international |y refereed papers in the fields of Econonmics, Law, Managenent and Educati on.

The Ulhiversity of Muritius hosted the Doctoriales de | G@an Indien organised jointly by | Lhiversitd de la
Rainion, | Institut de la Fancophonie pour | Entrepreneuriat (IFE) and the Lhiversity of Mwritius from23 to 29
Mar ch 2003.

The Doctoriales consisted of a one-week programme of neetings, seminars and wor kshops neant to prepare the
doctorant s to work in groups for the design and el aboration of professional projects wth the support of peopl e from
the world of work and industry.

The Doctoriales 2003 was attended by sone seventy-five students fifty froml Lhiversit@de la RAnion, fifteen
fromthe Uhiversity of Mwritius and ten froml Uhiversit@d Ant ananari vo.

The project ains at inproving the quality of and access to information technol ogy, and est ablishing sust ai nabl e
linkages between the partners. Uhder the partnership, funds for the setting up of a conputer laboratory with 70
personal conputers were rel eased by MJ D

In March 2003, the Lhiversity of Maritius paticpated at the Annual Conference hel d i n Washi ngton and present ed
a progress report on the partnership.

Pr of essor Hookoomnsi ng, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research & Consult ancy):

0 Proceeded to Rodrigues to present the MJ D WM partnership to the Rodriguan authorities and to
di scuss the possibility of re-activating the Lhiversity of Mwritius antenne universitaire, fromi5to 17
August 2002.

(i) Represented the Uhiversity of Mwritius at the Francophone neeting hosted by the Uhiversity of
Li noges, from 30 Septenber to 9 Cctober 2002.

(i) Visited the Lhiversity of Hlle, Gernany in connection wth the |aunching of the |ink agreenent wth the
Lhiversity of Mwritius, from13 to 15 February 2003.

@iy Visited the Whiversity of Paris |, in view of finalising the first exchange progranme under the |ink
agreenent with the Lhiversity of Paris |, on 17 February 2003.

v Attended the Annual Meeting of the EDO Partnership Project Drectors in Washington, USA from6 to
14 Narch 2003.
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(W)

(i)

(i)

Visited Georgetown ULhiversity, Jackson State Lhiversity and other institutions which are nenbers of
the MO D UoM partnership in USA from6 to 14 Mirch 2003.

Visited L cole Nationale Sup@ieure des Ats et des Industries Textiles (ENSAIT), France in view of
devel opi ng col | aboration with the Departnent of Texile Technol ogy, WM between 1 to 2 June 2003.

Participated in the Assises de la Recherche dans | @n Indien, Ranion, from 3 to
5 June 2003.
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