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During the academ c year under review, the SSR Gentre for Medi cal
Studies and Research continued its e fats in research on non-
commni cabl e di seases, focusing on the genetic aspects o
conpl ex di seases such as prenature coronary heart disease, type
2 diabetes and high blood pressure. S nce March 2003, it is a
nmenber of the Africa Himan Genone Initiative (initiated by
Prof essor W not Janes, Executive Drector of the Hiunan Sci ences
Research Qouncil in South Arica), a group of Arican state
institutions, which strive to be in a position to benefit fromthe

Human Genone Project .

Dr (Mrs) M. Manraj
Acting Director

The Centre also maintanedits activities inthe field of asthra and
alergy, incolaboration wth specialists fromthe Mnistry of Health,
further expanding those into the field of food allergy,taking thus
another step into becomng a reference centre in the field of
allergol ogy in Muwuritius.

| D (Ms) MMnraj M), PhD, Research Fellow, Acting Drector as from Mirch 2000.
| D (Ms) L Poonyth, MBChB, Assistant Research Fell ow.
[ Dr N Kotea, PhD, Senior Research O fioer

| Technicians: 5 (including one on | eave wth pay)
| Specialised Nursing O ficers: 3
I Technical Assistats 5

Mol ecul ar genetics of pre-eclanpsiain Mwritian wonen and Genetics of pre-eclanpsia Foeta contribution were
on-going projects by Or L. Poonyth in collaboration wth the Mnistry of Health in Mwritius and Pr X Jeunenaitre
fromthe (ol ege de France.

Pol ynor phisns in the I KBL gene, a non-H.A gene in the MHC region that may nodul ate innmune function and
expl ai n susceptibility to i mmunopat hol ogi cal di seases was an going MPil project by M A Boodhoo, MPhil student,
who was jointly supervised by Professor Patricia Price fromlhiversity of Perth, Australia and Dr N Kotea fromSSR
Gentre.

Dr M Manraj was awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy on 3rd April 2003. The on-going project Search for
genetic factors underlying susceptibility to prenature coronary heart disease in Mwritius is afollowup on her PhD
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Academic stdf of the SSR (Centre assisted in the teaching of sone nodules of the
BSc (Hons) Medical Studies, Bionedical Sciences and Nursing progranmmes run by the Departnent of Health &
Medi cal Sciences inthe Faculty of Science. Std f of the Gentre contributed in project supervision of nine B (Hons)
NUrsi ng student s

Ms S Dowut, Mc student in Biotechnol ogy, Bangal ore underwent three nonths training starting in June 2002,
under the supervision of Ir Kotea in [DOagnostic strategies for haenogl obi nopathies in Mwritius for patid
fulfilment of her Mc Qourse.

Dr N Kotea gave atal k on henogl obi nopathies in a continuous nedi cal education programme at SSRN Hospitd in
Panpl enousses in June 2003.

D M Manraj attended the National onsult ative neeting for needs assessnent and priority setting in Intellectua
Property Rghts (IPR and B otechnology in Maritius , organised by the Faculty of Agriculture at the Lhiversity of
Muwritius on 8th and 9th August 2002.

D M Mnraj attended the Awareness Wrkshop on Intellectual Property Rghts organised by the Mwritius
Research Qouncil at Radisson hotel, Pointe aux Pinents, from28th to 29th August 2002.

Ms S Lee Knai Yan and Mss A H&h@ attended the 3rd International conference of SFRR Africa held in Cape
Town, South Arica, from8th to 11th Gctober 2002. Mss HDOJ presented a paper on Linkage DO sequilibrium
between the Q u298Asp Pol ymorphismin the NOB 3 Gene and age of onset of coronary heart disease in Indo-
Mauritian men.

Dr Poonyth presented a paper on Hypertensive disorders of pregnancy in Mwritius a the 3rd International
wor kshop on Reproductive | mmunol ogy/ | munol ogi cal Tol erance and |nmnol ogy of Pre-eclanpsia held at La
Firogue hotel between 30th Cctober and 1st Novenber 2002.

Dr Manraj attended the Training of Trainers workshop on Fornation Pdiagogi que des Enseignants de Mzecine
in collaboration wth the GConf@ence Internationale des Doyens de Mzlecine d Expression Fran aise (C DVEF)
hel d between 16th and 20th Decenber 2002 at Muwritius Institute of Health.

At the request of the B onedical Steering Conmittee of the Mauritius Research Gouncil, Dr M Manraj nmade a fornal
present ation on Genetics of D abetes and Associated Gonditions in February 2003.

Dr Manraj was awarded an AstraZeneca scholarship to present a paper entitled A Genone-w de scan gives
indication for overlapping |inkage in the 8923 region for several traits of the net abolic syndrone in I ndo-Muritians
a the 3rd International workshop on Insulin Resist ance hel d between 17th and 19th February 2003, New Ol eans,
Loui si ana, USA

Mss A HbQDattended a training course on Medi cal Waste Managenment organised by Mnistry of Environnent in
collaboration wth the Basel Gonvention Regional Gentre of Pretoria, South Africa held between 17th and 20th
March 2003 in Mauriti us.

D M Minraj was granted an Africa Himan Genone Initiative fellowship to attend a workshop on Genetic
Research, B hics and the Law at the Human Genone and Africa conference held from19th to 22nd March 2003 in
Stell enbosch, South Arica

D M Manraj presented a paper on Gender-related difference on the influence of the paraoxonase A nl192Arg
pol ynor phi sm on coronary heart disease in the Indo-Mwritian popul ation at the GASAT Il (onference organi sed
by the Mwritius Institute of Education in Mwritius from6th to 11th July 2003.

Dr M Manraj attended the workshop Assises de |la Recherche dans | Qcean Indien , hedd a St Denis, Reunion
Island from3rd to 5th June 2003.

Dr Manraj attended the Common Country Assessnent for Muritius Validation workshop on Under 5
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Several neetings were held with stdf of the Gentre between January and June 2003 by the SSR Centre Mnitoring
Commttee, which was set up by the Managenent Board of the Gentre at its 11th meeting on 9th Decenber 2002.

The Mnitoring Cormittee was set up to carry out an assessnent of the situation at the SSR Centre and nake
appropriate reconmendati ons for the future orientation of the Gentre. The SSR CGentre continued to provide all ergy
testing for aeroall ergens and i ntroduced skin prick tests for food allergy as well, wth the help of two specialists from
the Mnistry of Health.

Twenty-three Synposi a/ | ectures were organi sed by the SSR Gentre in col laboration with the Medi cal Update G oup.

Local doctors and eminent personalities in the nedical field fromabroad delivered those |ectures.

D Aut hur NGOLET visited the Gentre in Decenber 2002 in the course of a WHO Expert M ssion on Reorgani sation
of laboratory services in the Republic of Muritius.

D Tim Vyse, Wellcone Trust Senior dinical Research Fellow, Senior lecturer and Honorary Gonsultat in
Rheumat ol ogy, Harmersnith Hospital, London, visited the Gentre on 7th My 2003.

Professor T J Mariba, Dean of Facuty of Siences of Lhiversity of Pretoria visited the Gntre on 28th My 2003.

Adelegation fromInternational Goup Study Bxchange fromBel giumvisited the Gntre from10th to 11th June 2003.

Meera D Manraj, Stephan Francke, Annick HZb@ Sol ange Lee Kwai Yan, Lang Heng Senfa, Vinod Bal gobin,
Teman K Qunness, Wday S Ramjuttun, Philippe Froguel, Interaction between gender and PONL G.N192ARG
Pol ynor phi sm on coronary heart disease in the North-Indian Muritian population (2003) Mlecular and
Therapeuti c Aspect s of Redox B ochemistry, Chapter 17, Pg 227-238.

Anni ck Hb@Z Meera D Manraj, Ntin K Gpaul, and Bik E"nggard, Pul se Wave Adysis: A non-invasi ve net hod
to assess endothelial functioninclinica practice (2003) Ml ecul ar and Therapeutic Aspect s of Redox B ochemstry,
Chapter 11, Pg 145-150.

N K Gopad, MD Manraj, A HDO@A S Lee Kwai Yan, A Johnston, MJ Carrier, E E "nggard, idative stress nay
precede endothelia dysfunction and Insulin resistance in Indian Mwritians wth inpaired glucose net abolism
(2003) Ml ecul ar and Therapeutic Aspects of Redox Biochemistry, Chapter 3, Py 26-36.

J J Hoaran, MGesari, ADeye, NKotea, SK Surrun, AMine, HGillens, F Cadet and MPabion, Comparison of
TAP2 frequencies in type 1 diabetes paiets and healthy controls fromthree ethnic groups indicates an Arican
originfor the TAP2 Gallele . European Journal of |nmunogenetics 2003 June 30 (3): 207 211
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