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Abstract

Two experiments were carried out to assess the
effects of dietary protein content on the carcass

guality of male broilers compared to female broilers.

Female broilers were given 1 of

6 diet series ranging from 22-20-18 to 18-18-16%
CP from 0-21 days, 21-35 days and 35-42 days,
respectively. Males were given a diet series from
28-24-22 to 20-18-16% CP over the same time
periods. Body weight and feed intakes were
monitored at time of feed change -over and

at the end of experiment.

Females were heavier when diets of higher
protein content were offered (P< 0.05) and had
greater feed intake (P< 0.05) but similar feed
efficiency to broilers given lower protein diets.
Carcasses weight and breast

meat yield were not influenced by diet, although
higher - protein diet series resulted in reduced
proportional abdominal fat pad size (P< 0.01).
Programmes with low-protein diets for males
reduced carcass weight, reduced breast meat yield
and increased abdominal fat deposition (P< 0.05).

It is concluded that male broilers can be reared on
very low protein diets without loss of weight,
although carcass quality will be inferior. Female
broilers are heavier when diet and protein intake
are increased.

< Objectives / Scope
of Project Work

< Methodology Used

<= Main Findings

<= Main Conclusions /
Significance of
Results
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