Abstract:
Socialism and National Identity in Modern Africa.

The determinants of national identity are a major topic of scholarly research, particularly in
ethnically diverse post-colonial African states. There is now a large and growing literature on
the determinants of African national identification, but this literature has failed to examine the
effects of state ideology on national identity. Here I argue that socialist regimes have been
more successful in generating strong national attachments in modern Africa than non-socialist
regimes, using two different types of evidence.

First, I use individual-level data from the Afrobarometer project to show that citizens in states
with socialist ideologies have greater attachment to the nation over their ethnic group.

Second, | show that post-colonial African socialist regimes have been more proactive than non-
socialist regimes in promoting nation-building through both concrete and symbolic
policies. The paper thus helps make sense of why certain countries such as Ghana, Guinea,
Mauritius, Tanzania and Zambia, among others, have had historic high levels of national
identity and social cohesion in comparison to their neighbours, and also has implications more
broadly for the study of state ideologies and national identification across the world.
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